586 MINES AND MINERALS

The quantity of iron ore produced was over 8,500,000 tons higher in 1964 than in the
previous year, the mines in Quebec and Newfoundland contributing most of the increase.
Nickel shipments were up by almost 16,000 tons and copper by 41,000 tons. New mines
in Quebec and New Brunswick helped to raise the output of zinc to 682,000 tons from
474,000 tons in 1963 and to place Canada first in world zinc ore productlon Among the
meta.lhcs, decreases in value of production were shown only by uranium, gold, selenium
and tin,

In 1964, non-metallic minerals increased 13 p.c. in value to reach almost $287,000,000.
The greatest contributor was the asbestos industry which shipped $148,000,000 worth of
crudes and milled fibres compared with $137,000,000 worth in 1963. Although Quebec
produced the major portion of the asbestos, substantial amounts were also mined in
Newfoundland, Ontario and British Columbia. The value of potash shipments from Sas-
katchewan increased from $22,500,000 in 1963 to $30,660,000 in 1964. Salt in the form
of rock salt, brine and fine vacuum salt was produced at a slightly higher level than in
1963 and more than 6,000,000 tons of gypsum were shipped to plaster plants in Canada
and the United States. Producers of elemental sulphur from sour gas found export
markets for this by-product and thereby reduced the huge stockpiles that had accumulated,

Over $1,000,000,000 worth of mineral or fossil fuels were shipped in 1964 compared
with $908,000,000 worth in 1963, All fuels contributed to this increase although the
major part of it was shown by crude petroleum which accounted for close to 20 p.c. of the
total value of the Canadian mineral production in 1964.

Structural materials continued upward at a 6-p.c. rate. The value at the quarry or
pit of stone, sand and gravel increased to nearly $208,000,000 from $203,000,000 and most
of the cement plants operated at capacity, producing a total of 7,745,000 tons valued at
$133,000,000.

—Quantity and Value of Mineral Production, 1963 and 1964
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1,393,444 1,300,009 2,250,000 2,305,000
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